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holding religious classes and Day and Night schools in the Mission centres. An important line of work is the holding of special classes in the important centres to instruct the members of the backward classes in the tenets of Hinduism. It has been the cherished object of the Mission to organise and consolidate all sections of the Hindu community, There are now 230 centres at work besides several others organised but not opened. The European Missionaries began to fear that their work of evangelisation might be obstructed by the methods of work of the Kerala Hindu Mission. In fact their work has been greatly retarded by the tolerance and good spirit of the work of the Mission. It has now been established on unshakably sound lines and is doing considerable work in defence of Hinduism. There is no other agency of this kind organised in defence of Hinduism in any other Indian States. The State Government give a grant to the Mission from the Hindu Religious Japa Dakshina Fund. The total number of Harijan families under the religious supervision of the Mission is about 15,000 comprising about one hundred thousand members. Everything possible is being done by the Mission for the uplift of the Harijans. At all the meetings held at the Bhajana Matams, lessons on Hinduism, hygiene, cleanliness, self-help, thrift, co-operation, temperence, etc., are given. Criminal cases and civil suits among them are settled, as far as possible, by the Mission officers by arbitration. Cottage industries, such as weaving, bee-keeping, poultry farming, basket and mat-making, etc,, are being taught so as to make them self-reliant and self-supporting. The beneficent results of these cottage industries having become very popular, steps are being taken to extend the scope of these industries, About 100 persons have been authorised in various parts of the State to perform suddhi ceremony according to a prescribed form, for enabling people from other faiths who'may like 'to, come into the Hindu fold. The Hindu Mission authorities deserve to be congratulated on the excellent work they are doing.